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modernist Christianity to explain away the miracles, that is
to say, to find for diem a natural explanation, must necessarily
be unwelcome to many Christians. For such an attempt arises
from viewing miracle as something formerly unexplained yet
now explicable. But to do that is to fail to understand the unique
importance of miracle for the spiritual life, for, in the spiritual
life of Christianity, belief in miracle is an act of faith which
sees in a given event a direct sign of the purpose of God; and in
order that the event may be so regarded, and that belief in
the event may be an act of faith, miracle must be placed beyond
the scope of natural explanation; its immediate cause must be
the free activity of God. It is by belief in miracle that religion
makes powerful testimony, in faith, to the reality of God and
his dealings with men.
Moreover, it is not the case that in the days in which the
belief in miracle grew up the human mind was not acquainted
with the notion of the world as a regular and uniform order.
It is sometimes thought that the belief in miracle was possible
only in pre-scientific days before our modern scientific attitude
grew up, and that therefore beliefs which were possible in
earlier days can no longer be maintained. But this view has no
real foundation. Miracle indeed would never have come to
occupy the place in religion which it has always had unless
the idea of nature as a regular order had grown up; its signifi-
cance depends upon its occurrence within a world which is
regular and uniform in its occurrences. And indeed so far
from the growth of belief in miracle being evidence of the
failure of earlier generations of men to grasp the notion of the
world as regularly and lawfully connected part with part,
it is instead evidence that that notion was strongly present
in their minds. It is only because it was so that belief in miracle,
as an act of faith in the transcendent purpose of God, could
possibly arise. In a similar manner it is sometimes said that
only a philosophy such as that of Hume, which makes the world
order irrational through and through, can make belief in miracle
at all intelligible. But this is an extreme misstatement; it is